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Miss E Bagnall’s Corner 
Another busy half term draws to a close and I can’t quite believe that we will be heading in to the  final half term of the academic year after 

the Whit holidays. In school we have certainly packed a lot of fun, learning and new experiences in to these last few weeks and I hope you 

enjoy reading about what we have been up to and looking through some of the pictures.  

 

There is a buzz about school after we have received the go ahead from the council to install our MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) in the main 

playground. This will add so much to our sporting provision and allow for techniques and skills to be mastered more readily. It will also allow 

for a variety of play during break times when the children access the playground provision; with the ball sports contained within a 

designated space, all children will have the chance to relax safely however they prefer!  

 

It has been heart warming to see all of the children finally experience some off site educational experiences after an extended period 

without. The Infant trip to the Blue Planet Aquarium and the Junior trip to Sale Waterpark has been a dose of school normality that we all 

welcomed back happily. I am equally certain that Prep 1 will have the best time on their visit to Smithills Open Farm next half term.  

 

We are always looking for ways to enhance our provision and provide the best learning experiences we can for our pupils. As a school we 

have overhauled the Reading Scheme to ensure that we are providing a rich and varied bank of stories for all children to read as they learn 

and build confidence. Previously we have used the Oxford Reading Tree Stages, which are demarcated by numbers, to level the books. 

However, I am pleased to say that we have introduced some new book schemes in to the higher stages to increase the text types and writing 

styles that the children are becoming familiar with and therefore have decided to move our system to the coloured ‘Book Bands’. Moving 

forward all of your children’s reading books  (pre free reader) will  be labelled with a colour band which relates to the level your child is 

reading at. Please see the chart to the right (these will be e-mailed) to see how it aligns with the former number system. I really hope that 

your children enjoy the new texts that we have, and will continue to introduce.  Lost books continues to be an issue throughout school and 

leads to depleted resources; so I would kindly ask that all children and parents look after the reading books and ensure that they are 

returned to school once they have been read. Moving forward there will be a £5 

charge made for any lost reading books to allow us to replace it. 

 

Looking ahead to next half term we have lots to be excited about. All children are 

busy practicing for Sports Day and Mr James Davies, the sports coach, will be 

working with all the Juniors on their Track & Field skills. All classes are working 

incredibly hard on their dramatic productions and it is delightful to hear the school 

full of song and dance again ahead of the big performances! The dance teacher, 

Alice, will no doubt be helping to choreograph some great moves for the plays! 

Covid-19 restrictions allowing, we look forward to welcoming family members 

along to watch the children on stage—we are sure it will be something special. The 

PTFA are busy planning the Summer Fair and we welcome any parents, new or old, 

to share their ideas and help out.  

 

I am happy to see our Prep 7 & 8 children head off on their residential to Boreatton 

Park PGL  in the first week back of school. The children missed out last year due to 

Covid-19 so it is wonderful to see Prep 8 experience this rite of passage through 

school. Mrs Waghorn and Miss Wozniel are very excited and I can’t wait to see 

everyone return with beaming smiles and lots of stories to tell on Friday 11th June.  

 

I hope that you all have a brilliant two weeks off and make the most of the easing 

restrictions. If you are finally getting away on holiday have the most fun and for 

those of use staycationing I have my finders crossed for some glorious weather! 

 

Miss. E Bagnall 

Preparatory School 



Fabulous Writing 

Karinate—Prep 3 



Birthday Bounce! 
 

We were very lucky to have a parent provide a  

bouncy castle for all of the children to enjoy for 

their child’s birthday celebration! All of the 

children had so much fun on it—even our grown 

up Prep 8s!  

 

Living Eggs 
 

We were so lucky to have the Living Eggs in 

school these past few weeks—what a delight! 

The children have been so engaged with this 

educational experience and asked so many 

brilliant questions. We were lucky to have 6 

chicks to the end and they certainly were very confident and 

enjoyed meeting all of our children.  Sadly one of our hatched 

chicks didn’t make it, but she was very cared for until the end; the 

children handled this with such maturity and showed a real 

empathy and understanding of the natural world and dealing with 

loss., enabling lots of grown up conversations.  



Prep 1—Miss Magdalena 

Next month we are going to be very busy! Prep 1 have lots 

of exciting learning opportunities coming. 

 

We are going to work very hard to get ready for our Sports 

Day and putting on our Summer Play. The children will 

practice a lot! 

 

This coming half term the children will focus more on 

personal care and getting ready for their move in to Prep 2 

or their next Reception class at big school.  

 

Our new topic will teach us all about different professions 

and our local community. The children will learn how each 

profession contributes to making our life better, such as 

keeping us safe and healthy, building houses, helping us 

travel, making delicious food etc. We hope lots of our 

parents will tell us all about their work too—how exciting! 

Prep 2—Miss Taylor 

In Prep 2 we are having a wonderful time starting our new 

topic of Carnival of the animals. We have listened carefully 

to the music and we have imagined we are different 

mammals and moved just like them, changing our 

movements as the music changed.  

We are full engaging in our plants focus in Science and I am 

sure you will agree that we have taken extremely good care 

of our Purple Queen bean plants and they are growing 

spectacularly well.  

In English we are developing our sentence writing and using 

words ‘and’ and ‘because’ to extend and explain our 

reasons. We have had a big focus on sentences punctuation 

and our handwriting too.  

In maths we are becoming number and shape experts, using 

tools such as ten frames, part whole models and number 

lines to support our number sense, addition and 

subtraction. We are continuing to focus on 2D and 3D shape 

properties too.  

Our computing skills are developing really well and we 

absolutely love making use 

of our wonderful ICT suite 

in the library, we have 

been exploring the tools in 

the Paint programme.  

We had a wonderful trip 

to Blue Planet Aquarium 

and it was amazing to be 

able to attend and see the 

amazing sea creatures.  

Mrs Waghorn’s Top 

Reads! 
 

Prep 1—Rain Before Rainbows by Smriti Halls 

 

Prep 2—Kind—A book about kindness by Axel 

Scheffler 

 

Prep 3 & 4—The Flower by John Light 

 

Prep 5 & 6—The Firework-Maker’s 

Daughter by Philip Pullman 

 

Prep 7 & 8—Secret Science—The amaz-

ing world beyond your eyes by Dara O 

Briain 



Prep 5 & 6—Mrs Moore 

This half term, Prep 5 & 6 have been working 

hard to conquer fractions, draw graphs and plot 

co-ordinates. We have also been focusing on 

applying our skills to our arithmetic tests.  

Our writing has been focussed around the film: 

The Windmill farmer. The children have written 

persuasive letters to complain about the windmills in their local town, as well as a 

newspaper report to inform their readers about the lasting damaged caused by a 

terrible storm. We have also enjoyed narrative poetry 

unit about creatures eating their teachers! 

In topic, we have been looking at all aspects of sports 

including ancient Olympics and comparing them to 

modern Olympics. The children have debated equality 

in sports when learning about the need for the 

Paralympics. They have also made salt dough athletes; 

designed Olympic vases; made Olympic style torches 

and are currently learning to sow their mascots.  

It is a real pleasure to teach my lovely class. I am so 

proud of you all – keep up the amazing work! 

Prep 3 & 4 —Mrs Cooper 

 

The first half of summer term, has seen Prep 3 & 4 

exploring Oceans and Seas. As part of our Topic over 

the last few weeks, we have been identifying Oceans 

around the world and delving into the marine life 

deep within such waters. We are able to recognise 

countries on the map, and have enjoyed looking on 

Google Earth to locate the areas we live in.  

Similarly, in Science (keeping within the theme of 

water), we have been working hard to distinguish the 

difference between solid, liquids and gasses. With this, the class have 

enjoyed carrying out experiments with ice cubes and even stepped 

outside into the rain to jump in the puddles – we had such fun! 

In Maths, we recently completed our Position & Direction topic. This 

proved popular within the class; learning left, right, forward back etc. 

The children even got the chance to follow treasure maps and design 

their own hunts for Mrs Cooper to follow, in hopes of finding a pot of 

gold at the end.  

We are looking forward to welcoming the new (and final) half term, and 

are excited for what it has in store for us!  



Dates for Diary 
 8/06/2021—First Day Back. We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday—Holiday Club is available for 

the Monday Inset. 

 9/06/2021—11/06/2021. PGL residential trip to Boreatton Park. 

 18/06/2021—Manchester Children’s Hospital Fundraiser. Children are invited to wear Green and/or Blue for a £2 donation. 

 23/06/2021—Infant Trip. Prep 2—4 are off to Knowsley Safari Park for a fun day out linked to Prep 2 Topic—Carnival of 
Animals. 

 24/06/2021—Prep 1 Trip. The children will visit Smithills Open Farm—how exciting! 

 2/07/2021—Own Clothes Day for Raffle Donation for Summer Fair. 

 8/07/2021—Own Clothes Day for Chocolate Donation for Summer Fair. 

 9/07/2021—Sports Day. Prep 1 morning & Prep 2—8 afternoon. 

 15/07/2021—Prep 8 Crucial Crew. 

 15/07/2021—Reports Due Out. 

 16/07/2021—Own Clothes Day for Bottle Donation for 
Summer Fair.  

 16/07/2021—Summer Fair. 

 19/07/2021—23/07/2021—Parents’ Evening. 

 19/07/2021—Prep 3 & 4 Summer Production. 2.00pm for a 2:30pm start. 

 20/07/2021—Prep 2 Summer Production. 2.00pm for a 2:30pm start. 

 21/07/2021—Prep 1 Summer Production. 2.00pm for a 2:30pm start. 

 22/07/2021—Junior Drama Production. We will be off to Elmbank for our annual 
production—this year is Wind in the Willows! 

 23/07/2021—Last day of term. Leaver’s Assembly & Toy Day. 

Prep 7 & 8—Mrs Waghorn 

Each term I state that we have had a very busy and jam-packed term 

and this term is no different. In addition to numerous whole school 

events, that I know will be elsewhere in this newsletter, we have fit in 

an immense amount of learning and fun.  

As a class we experienced an Eid celebration and sampled food whilst 

researching aspects of the Islamic culture. We also had the 

opportunity to have henna decorations on our hands and the children 

chose a design that suited their individual personalities. 

For our Topic, the children created some wonderful brooches based 

on their knowledge of Georgian and Victorian fashions. They moulded 

them out of clay and added subtle ‘jewels’. Once they are fully dried, 

brooch backs are going to be added along with the final finessing. As a 

class we also got our sewing needles out and have learnt how to 

backstitch, blanket stitch, create a starburst stitch and chalk out an 

embroidery pattern.  

 We finished this term with a long awaited trip (our first in 18 

months!) Trafford Water Park was amazing and the children 

certainly got plenty of fresh air. We participated in three activities 

canoeing, archery and shelter building. The children, as always, 

impressed the instructors and members of the public with their 

approach, manners, knowledge and thoughtfulness.  



Infants—

Blue Planet 

Aquarium 

 

Amazing Trips! 

Juniors—Sale Waterpark 

 

 

Celebrating Eid! 



Tri-house Tournament! 

Brindley (Blue) were the 

overall winners after an 

excellent day of inter 

house competition! 

We had the best day for our 

PTFA Sponsored Obstacle 

Course—thank you for all 

your kind donations! 


